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Welcome
What we are going to cover:

 Why this project?

 What has been done?

 What now?

 What’s next?
  

Presenters: 

Katherine Wood
Communications Lead

Chris Hughes
Project Management

Taylor Horne
Environmental Lead

Edith McKee
Engineering Lead



WHY THIS PROJECT?
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Safety Data

Why this project?
Safety is a corridor wide issue

5-year safety data (2017 – 2021)
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Seward Highway Traffic Safety Corridor
Fatal and Major Injury Crashes, 1992 - 2022

Fatal Crashes Major Injury Crashes Avg Annual Daily Traffic at Potter Marsh

Safety Data

Safety Corridor Designation 
Established May 2006
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Purpose & Need

The purpose of the project is to reconstruct this segment of the highway 
corridor to improve safety for all users, to meet current design standards for 
a component of the Interstate Highway System and eliminate the current 
designation as a Highway Safety Corridor. 



Environmental Assessment (EA)

An EA is prepared for projects when the significance of the potential 
environmental impacts is uncertain.  Major components of an EA include:

National Environmental Policy Act



Scoping Results
PUBLIC FEEDBACK



WHAT HAS BEEN DONE?
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Stakeholder Working Group

• Kicked-off June 15th

• What have we been doing?

Organizations: 
Municipality of Anchorage
DNR, Chugach State Park
Alaska Railroad Corporation 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Girdwood Board of Supervisors
DNR, State Historical Preservation Office
NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Services
US Army Corps of Engineers
Anchorage Metropolitan Area 

Transportation Solutions 
Turnagain Arm Community Council
Rabbit Creek Community Council
Bike Anchorage 
Alaska Trucking Association
Alaska Travel Industry Association

Purpose: An active working group 
to represent the interest of direct 
stakeholders of diverse interest.



We are balancing a lot. 
• Through-traffic and in-corridor use

• Tight Corridor: Steep topography, 

Inlet, Railroad, Chugach State Park  

• Beluga Whale Habitat

• Scenic Byway – Interstate Highway, 

part of the National Highway System

Constraints Analysis
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Constraints Analysis – Wildlife 
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Constraints Analysis – Recreation 

Photo contest entry from Jackie Stark and 
Pete Devaris topping out a rock climb on 

Sunshine Ridge   



Constraints Analysis – Topography



Environmental Field Work

• Wetlands mapping

• Fish presence survey

• Noise (existing conditions)

• Cultural Resources survey

• Bald and golden eagle 
surveys



WHAT NOW?
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Design Concepts
• Left / right / center
• Pathway included on 3-lane and 4-lane concepts 

2-Lane
Existing

3-Lane
Alternating Passing

4-Lane
Barrier or Median Dividend



Design Concepts



WHAT’S NEXT?
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Screening Discussion 



Timeline



Feedback & Online Open House
Online open house at 
SaferSewardHighwayOnline.com
Open December 5, 2023 – January 4, 2024

SCAN WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE CAMERA

ONLINE OPEN HOUSE COMMMENT ONLINE

Or visit the 
comment 

table in the 
back



Thank you!
Have questions? Find a team member! 
Or contact us at info@safersewardhighway.com
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